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much, often in the face of hardship and dis-
crimination; we can only imagine what
women will accomplish in the future if we
break down the remaining barriers that pre-
vent them from reaching their full potential.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 1999 as
Women’s History Month. I encourage all
Americans to observe this month with appro-
priate programs, ceremonies, and activities,
and to remember throughout the year the
many heroic women whose many and varied
contributions have enriched our lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:21 a.m., March 2, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Proclamation 7171—Save Your
Vision Week, 1999
March 1, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Vision is an extraordinary blessing—one

that should be cherished and protected.
Complex and remarkable organs, the eyes
work in concert with the brain to produce
vision, allowing us to experience the beauty
and variety of the physical world around us.

Because blindness and vision loss are often
avoidable, the maintenance of good vision
must be a top health priority and an integral
part of every American’s overall health care
routine. Preventative eye care is particularly
important because there are often no warn-
ing signs or pain associated with many eye
diseases, and, by the time vision loss is identi-
fied, it is frequently too late to undo the dam-

age. Periodic dilated pupil eye examinations
can reveal the early signs of eye disease and
buy precious time for treatment.

It is equally important to protect our eyes
from injury, another leading cause of vision
loss. Each year, more than 2.4 million eye
injuries occur in the United States. By using
protective eyewear when working with ma-
chinery or chemicals, playing sports, or en-
gaging in other recreational activities, we can
help prevent irreparable loss of sight.

Taking measures to prevent vision loss in
our children is especially important because
their early development and academic
achievement can suffer due to vision prob-
lems or diseases. Even before they begin
school, children should undergo a complete
eye examination so that poor vision or eye
disorders can be appropriately treated.

As the 21st century fast approaches, our
national investment in research to prevent,
postpone, and treat eye diseases and dis-
orders has produced substantial results.
Laser technology, new medications, gene
mapping, innovations in diagnostic tech-
niques, and other sight-saving discoveries are
improving the lives of millions of Americans.
These advances in medical research, com-
bined with preventative eye care and in-
creased safety measures, can all work to pre-
serve our gift of sight.

To remind our citizens of the importance
of safeguarding their eyesight, the Congress,
by join resolution approved December 30,
1963 (77 Stat. 629; 36 U.S.C. 169a), has au-
thorized and requested the President to pro-
claim the first week in March of each year
as ‘‘Save Your Vision Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim March 7 through March
13, 1999, as Save Your Vision Week. I urge
all Americans to participate by making eye
care and eye safety an important part of their
lives and to ensure that dilated eye examina-
tions are included in their regular health
maintenance programs. I invite eye care pro-
fessionals, the media, and all public and pri-
vate organizations dedicated to preserving
eyesight to join in activities that will raise
awareness of the measures we can take to
protect and sustain our vision.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
nine, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:21 a.m., March 2, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Agreements
March 1, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b(b)), I hereby
transmit a report prepared by the Depart-
ment of State concerning international agree-
ments.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Statement on Reaching Agreement
To Preserve California’s Headwaters
Forest
March 2, 1999

Three years ago we set out to preserve
California’s Headwaters Forest, the world’s
largest unprotected stand of old-growth red-
woods. Late yesterday we achieved our goal.
We completed an agreement with the Pacific
Lumber Company to put the Headwaters
Forest in public hands and ensure that it will
never be logged.

These redwoods are a natural treasure, as
much a part of our legacy as the world’s great
libraries and cathedrals. Thanks to the tire-
less efforts of Federal and State negotiators,
future generations will know the majesty and
awe of Headwaters. This ancient forest, and

the web of life it sustains, are now saved for
all time.

I thank Senator Feinstein and Governor
Davis for their critical help in achieving this
historic agreement. And I am truly grateful
that we are able to bestow this priceless gift
on generations yet to come.

NOTE: A portion of the President’s statement was
made available on the White House Press Office
Radio Actuality Line.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the Federal
Labor Relations Authority
March 2, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 701 of the Civil

Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–
454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I am pleased to trans-
mit the Nineteenth Annual Report of the
Federal Labor Relations Authority for Fiscal
Year 1997.

The report includes information on the
cases heard and decisions rendered by the
Federal Labor Relations Authority, the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Authority, and the Fed-
eral Service Impasses Panel.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 2, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Republic of Korea-United States
Extradition Treaty With
Documentation
March 2, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Korea, signed at Washington on June
9, 1998 (hereinafter the ‘‘Treaty’’).

In addition, I transmit for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Treaty. The Trea-
ty will not require implementing legislation.
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